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declared by the government of the Danish West Indies against ships 
arriving from Puerto Plata has been raised. 

Respectfully, John Hat, Secretary of State. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarantine at Southampton, England, against Gape Town and other places. 

Southampton, England, February 12, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that in view of the definitely reported 
outbreak of plague at Cape Town all vessels arriving at this port from 
South Africa, Mauritius, ports in the river Platte, Constantinople, Alex- 
andria and other ports in the Levant, Hongkong, Bombay, and Calcutta, 
are stopped off Netley Hospital, 4 miles down the harbor, where they 
are boarded by the medical offioer of the port and thoroughly examined. 
Any case of cholera, yellow fever, or plague would be removed to the 
hospital ship. 

Should any one of these infectious cases appear here I will communi- 
cate the information to your Department 

Respectfully, John B. Hopley, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

GERMANY. 

Disinfection method used in Berlin. 

Berlin, Germany, February 16, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the methods 
in vogue at the disinfecting institution for the city of Berlin. The 
method does not differ essentially from the methods in use at our 
national quarantine stations, except in the way the steam is applied. 
Here superheated steam is introduced from the bottom of the chamber 
in fine jets, and allowed to escape through a small aperture above. 
There is no attempt made to exhaust the air previous to the introduction 
of steam as in similar institutions in America, nor is the steam applied 
at any considerable increase above the atmospheric pressure. They 
claim excellent results by this method, and that the steam has even 
greater penetrating power. 

The diseases that require in every ease the disinfection of the household 
©fleets at the institution, are smallpox, typhus fever, diphtheria, and 
Asiatic cholera. 

The police authorities are empowered also in cases of enteric fever, 
cerebrospinal meningitis, malignant scarlet fever, malignant measles, 
and malignant diarrhea to have the effects removed to the disinfecting 
institution. Tuberculosis occurring in a public institution requires dis- 
infection of the household goods The clothing, bedding, and such like, 
is placed in large bundles covered with a sheet moistened with a 2 per 
cent solution of carbolic acid. These bundles are then transported to- 
the disinfecting station in closed wooden wagons. This affords ample 
protection to the public while passing through the crowded streets. On 
arrival at the station the infected articles are handled entirely by a crew 
of men who are dressed in a light cotton material, including slippers 
and caps, that admit of ready disinfection when the day's work is ended. 
Each workman is provided with a moistened sponge, that is worn over 
the nose during the time engaged in handling the infected material. 
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The infected articles are placed in the chambers in one room, and 
removed from the chambers in an adjoining room, that has no other 
connection, except through the same chamber, with the infected room. 
This method prevents all possible chance of re-infection of the steamed 
articles. 

The chambers are first heated with steam for twenty minutes before 
the articles are introduced so as to' lessen the condensation when the 
pieces are introduced. Thick articles, such as bedding, require the 
application of steam for thirty-five minutes, and other articles, such as 
clothing, only twenty minutes. After disinfection they are allowed to 
remain from ten to twenty minutes in the chamber, and then allowed 
to complete their drying in the open air for a period of one hour. 
They report that all the articles come out in excellent condition, and 
that the clothing has no wrinkles nor creases. Articles that will not 
permit of steam disinfection, such as leather and rubber goods, are first 
thoroughly brushed with soap and water and then sponged with a 5 per 
cent carbolic acid solution. The greater importance is attached to the 
mechanical cleaning, and the carbolic acid solution is regarded only as 
of secondary importance. 

When the articles are thoroughly dried, they are placed in bundles 
again and transported in closed wagons as before, but never the same 
wagons as those used in carrying the infected articles. 

In connection with the steam disinfection, I might mention the fact 
'that the quarters from which the infected materials are removed undergo 
a process of disinfection while the effects are being steamed at the 
institution. The walls are thoroughly rubbed down with bread and 
the floor mechanically cleaned with soap and water and finally a carbolic 
acid solution. Furniture, pictures, and such like, are disinfected with 
carbolic solution. 

The director informed me that he is making a series of experiments 
with formaldehyd gas, with the view of its adoption in the institution. 
So far he has found the gas injurious to certain articles as bronzes, 
furniture, etc. 

Bespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

The SURGEON-GENERAL, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Berlin — Plague, cholera, and smallpox news — Use of serum in 

a case of plague. 

Berlin, Germany, February 9, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health bureau : 

Plague. 

Bussia. — According to a report of the governor of Astrakhan, there 
were 6 cases of suspicious sickness in Vladimirowka on January 5. 
The patients are alleged to be on the way to recovery. According to 
a communication dated January 22 no further particulars have been 
made known concerning the course of the epidemic in Tekebai-Tubek 
in the Kirgisen Steppe. The rumor that the plague had broken out in 
Eostow and in the neighboring district of Asow has, according to the 
same report, proven to be unfounded. In the village of Andrejewka 
(district Kamyschin, Gouvern-Saratow), where cases of suspected 



